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Questionnaire: 

Mitigating the impacts on the fishing industry of the loss of access to fishing grounds
Background

This questionnaire has been developed for the Collaborative Offshore Wind Research Into the Environment (COWRIE) funded project entitled ‘Options and opportunities for marine fisheries mitigation associated with windfarms’; it should take no more than 10 minutes to complete.
Although the offshore windfarm industry is the focus of this project, information from other industries is likely to be highly relevant. The purpose of the questionnaire is therefore to gather information on approaches being used by different marine industries to mitigate any impact on commercial fisheries of temporarily or permanently excluding access to fishing grounds. 
For the purposes of this project, fisheries mitigation has been defined as:

 “Measures taken to limit the adverse effects, or enhance the positive effects, of marine industry developments on commercial fisheries”
Examples that have been put forward for the type of fisheries mitigation that may be appropriate in cases where access to fishing grounds is lost include establishing berried lobster v-notching schemes, designing rock armouring to enhance its role as an artificial reef, and providing assistance for fishermen to equip vessels with efficient, modern engines to reduce running costs.       

The project outputs will be used to help inform future discussions between offshore windfarm developers and the commercial fishing industry over potential mitigation options. If you would like further information on this COWRIE funded project, please contact the principle investigator, Dr. Rob Blyth-Skyrme, at rob@ichthysmarine.com. 

Questionnaire

1) What industry or sector are you from? 

Commercial fishing: ...... 

Fishery management: ... 

Offshore windfarms: .....

Oil and Gas: ...................

Ports: .............................

Aggregates: ...................

Other (which?): .............

2) Have you been involved in marine industry developments where fishing access to an area was lost, either temporarily or permanently?

Yes: ...


(Please go to Question 3)

No: ....


(Please go to Question 9)
3) Regarding the marine industry developments you have been involved in, were there occasions when you thought fisheries mitigation for loss of access might have been appropriate, but the mitigation wasn’t introduced for some reason?
Yes: ...


(Please go to Question 4)
No: ....


(Please go to Question 6)

4) Following from 3) above, why wasn’t the mitigation introduced?

Compensation (i.e. direct monetary payment) preferred by fishing industry: ... 

Compensation (i.e. direct monetary payment) preferred by developer: ............ 

No or only limited ideas for mitigation put forward: ...
Other (what?): ...
5) Following from 3) above, what types of developments were they and what fisheries mitigation did you think might have been appropriate? 

(Please describe): ...
6) Regarding the marine industry developments you have been involved in where fishing access to an area was lost, were there occasions when fisheries mitigation was introduced?

Yes: ...


(Please go to Question 7)

No: ....


(Please go to Question 9)

7) Following from 6) above, what types of developments were they and what fisheries mitigation was introduced? 

(Please describe): ...
8) Following from 6) above, do you know of any documents that are available that describe the mitigation approach taken?


Yes (Please provide details): ...



No: ....


9) Some suggestions for fisheries mitigation are given in the background information section of this questionnaire. Do you feel measures such as these are appropriate when new developments result in fishing access to an area being lost?  

Yes: ...


(Please go to Question 10)
No (Why not?): ....



10) Do you have any suggestions for ways for developers to mitigate the loss of fishing access (Please describe)?  

1: ...
2: ...

3: ...
11) Do you have any other comments on this project?  
(Please describe): ...
Thank you for participating in this study. Your name will not be recorded.

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES TO rob@ichthysmarine.com

